SAMPLE LETTERS ON THE SAVE ACT

To Co-sponsors:

Dear Senator/Representative:

I write to express my disappointment with your decision to co-sponsor H.R. 4088/S. 2368, the Secure America with Verification and Enforcement (SAVE) Act of 2007.

It is my view that an enforcement-only bill would not adequately or effectively repair the broken U.S. immigration system.  In order to do so, humane enforcement policies must be coupled with reform of our legal immigration system, including a path for permanent residence for undocumented immigrants and the creation of legal avenues for migrants to enter the country safely and legally to work. 
Enforcement-only policies drive undocumented immigrants further into the shadows and bolster smuggling networks and human traffickers.   Replacing illegal immigration with legal immigration would permit law enforcement to better focus their resources on apprehending criminals and would-be terrorists.

I urge you to withdraw your co-sponsorship of the SAVE Act.   Instead, I urge you and your colleagues to return to the consideration of comprehensive immigration reform as soon as possible.

To Others

Dear Senator/Representative:

I write to urge you to oppose H.R. 4088/S. 2368, the Secure America with Verification and Enforcement (SAVE) Act of 2007.

It is my view that an enforcement-only bill would not adequately or effectively repair the broken U.S. immigration system.  In order to do so, humane enforcement policies must be coupled with reform of our legal immigration system, including a path for permanent residence for undocumented immigrants and the creation of legal avenues for migrants to enter the country safely and legally to work.
Enforcement-only policies drive undocumented immigrants further into the shadows and bolster smuggling networks and human traffickers.   Replacing illegal immigration with legal immigration would permit law enforcement to better focus their resources on apprehending criminals and would-be terrorists.

I urge you to work with your colleagues to return to the consideration of comprehensive immigration reform legislation.   This is the only way we can adequately repair our broken immigration system.

TALKING POINTS ON THE SAVE ACT
· I ask that you oppose/withdraw your sponsorship of H.R. 4088/S. 2368, the Secure America with Verification and Enforcement (SAVE) Act of 2007.  Enforcement-only legislation will not repair our broken immigration system.  Only comprehensive immigration reform would both repair the system and secure our national borders.
· Any immigration legislation should also include a plan for legalizing the undocumented in the country, creating legal avenues for migration, and reuniting immigrant families.  By creating legal visas for migrants to enter the country safely and legally, law enforcement can concentrate on apprehending criminals and would-be terrorists.
· I ask that you work with your colleagues to enact a comprehensive immigration reform bill as soon as possible.  A comprehensive bill would repair a broken system while an enforcement-only bill would only drive undocumented persons into the shadows and encourage further development of smuggling networks.
ACTION ALERT

CONTACT YOUR SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE AND ASK FOR THEIR OPPOSITION TO THE SAVE ACT OF 2007

Background.   Representative Heath Shuler (D-NC) has introduced the Secure America with Verification and Enforcement (SAVE) Act.   The legislation (H.R. 4088) has 112 cosponsors, approximately half Democrat and half Republican.  In the Senate, Senator Mark Pryor (R-AR) and Senator Mary Landrieu introduced identical legislation prior to the Thanksgiving recess (S. 2368)   To date, there are no cosponsors.

The SAVE Act is an enforcement-only bill that would expand the Basic Pilot program for employers to verify the status of their immigrant workers and increase resources for both border and interior enforcement, including an expansion of detention space.  The legislation would also authorize funds to train state and local authorities to enforce immigration law.  It does not include a legalization program, a worker program, or reforms to family immigration.

It is possible that, without objections from constituents, the SAVE Act could move legislatively in the upcoming year.

Call to Action.   It is important that Senators and Representatives hear from their constituents that an enforcement-only approach to immigration reform is flawed and should not be pursued.  Senators and Representatives who have co-sponsored the legislation especially should hear opposition from their states or districts.

Attached you will find a list of co-sponsors of the SAVE Act in the House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate, as well as model letters and talking points for your use.  It is vital that you communicate with your elected officials on an ongoing basis that an enforcement-only approach to immigration is ineffective and should be opposed.          
